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when the programme was finished, she asked Paderewski to
go on. "Yes, some more Chopin, and some Schumann
too, but above all some Mendelssohn, please, some of his old
songs." When Paderewski had finished playing Mendelssohn,
the Queen thanked him in a voice in which even the royal
self-discipline could not master entirely the undertone of
emotion. And she began to tell Paderewski about the days
when Mendelssohn used to come to the Castle to give the
Queen music lessons and about the nervousness, nay, the
fiight, which the Queen always felt before a lesson. It had
been more than half a century ago. Later in the evening,
when the Queen retired to her rooms, she opened her
Diary and wrote : " 2 July, Windsor Castle. Went to the
green drawing room and heard Monsieur Paderewski play
on the piano. He does so quite marvellousely, such power
and such tender feeling. I really think he is quite equal
to Rubinstein. He is young, about 28, very pale, with a
sort of aureole of red hair standing out."
When Paderewski played for the Queen some years later,
the Queen no longer walked in leaning on her stick, but
she was wheeled into the green room in a bath chair. She
received Paderewski like an old acquaintance whom she
was anxious to introduce to as many members of her family
as were present at the moment at Windsor or in London.
There were her three daughters, the Princesses Christian,
Beatrice and Louise, the Princess of Wales, Prince Batten-
berg, several other relations and most of the ladies and
gentlemen of the royal household. Paderewski had to play
a great number of encores, and when the introduction and
the small talk had eventually finished, and he was allowed .
to kiss the old Sovereign's hand to take leave of her, the
Queen said that she would send him her photograph.
Soon afterwards a large photograph arrived, signed and
dated in a firm hand. A few months later the Queen died.
The Prince of Wales succeeded his mother on the throne of
England and the beautiful Danish Princess became Queen.
Paderewski had played for Qiieen Alexandra long before
4